9/11 8 YEARS LATER
Surviving firefighters discuss their post-9/11 medical struggles.
Their severe conditions have led to a life of intense medication and check-ups. PAGE 12
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Freshman Shows Resilience

By TIM CHAPMAN
The Breeze

Father Jim Curran wasn’t really sure where
he wanted to go with his first sermon of the
semester.
JMU freshman Nic Mirenda wasn’t really sure
why he was at the  p.m. mass.
For both, instinct kicked in on that first Sunday after classes began, and Curran just might
have answered why Mirenda was there.
Mirenda, who hasn’t regularly attended
church since elementary school, was mourning
the loss of his father, Joseph Vincent Mirenda.
The elder Mirenda, an avid biker, was making a
surprise -mile trek from his vacation home in
Wintergreen to his son’s Dingledine Hall dorm

Aug.  — Nic’s second day of college — when
tragedy struck.
Joseph, , was cycling west on Port Republic Road in the morning hours when a  Ford
Taurus, driven by Jessica Chandler, , of Harrisonburg, hit him. The cardiac anesthesiologist
from Virginia Beach suffered a fractured skull
and died. (Chandler has not been charged and
the investigation is ongoing, according to st Sgt.
Bryan Hutcheson of Virginia State Police.)
Joseph was not identified until the following
day when Wintergreen and state police collaborated, after Mirenda’s wife, Frauke, made a
missing person’s report. Police identified Joseph
by the inscription on his wedding band that read
“Frauke & Joe” with the date -- on it.
Hutcheson made the unfortunate visit to Nic’s

dorm and began asking questions.
“[Hutcheson] said, ‘You know, I don’t want to
beat around the bush,’ and then I realized that
those questions were to verify that it was my
dad,” Nic said.

A Calling?

Four nights later Nic sat in the hot, stuffy Catholic Campus Ministry house listening to Curran,
who had prepared his homily on what allows a
sinful mindset to develop. His focus suddenly
switched to the power of ritual as the service
progressed.
“I wasn’t going on ritual at all,” Curran said.
“The direction I was going, it just wasn’t feeling
see MIRENDA, page 5

ADRIENNE GOLDBERG/The Breeze

After his father was fatally struck by a vehicle
on Port Republic Road, freshman Nic Mirenda
continued attending classes.

Suicide
Campus
Prepares
for
Swine
Flu
Prevention Day
Spotlights a
Campus Issue
By AMANDA CASKEY
The Breeze

James Madison University is no exception to the college campuses around the
country that are bracing for the rapidly
spreading HN virus, better known as
swine flu.
More than , cases of HN were
recorded by the American College Health
Association at  universities in the first
week of classes. Virginia is among the lowest for rate of infection, according to a
national study.
But officials at the University Health Center say that James Madison is fortunate.
“Any symptoms related to flu are very
minimal at JMU at the present,” said Dr. Stephen Rodgers, medical director of UHC.
Hugh Brown, associate director of

by AMANDA HERMAN
contributing writer

No one wants to talk about it. No one wants
anyone to know they’re dealing with it. Most people can’t tell when someone else is contemplating
suicide.
Why? Suicide can be depressing to even talk
about – especially if you’re one of the many people
who think talking to a suicidal person makes them
more inclined to carry out their plan.
On Sept. , the James Madison University Counseling & Student Development Center (CSDC),
located at the Varner House, will observe World
Suicide Prevention Day to dispel myths regarding
suicidal behaviors and stigmas like the one mentioned above.
According to the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the International Association for
Suicide Prevention (IASP), suicide is one of the
top-three causes of death globally in people under
. The Campus Suicide Prevention Center of Virginia, located at JMU, reports on its Web site that
according to the American College Health Association, there are approximately , college suicides
annually.
Katie Baird, a graduate assistant at the CSDC, is
organizing events and activities to spread awareness.
Programs will include an open forum at Festival and
collaboration with Active Minds to stop the stigma
and get people talking about suicide in order to prevent it.
“It is important for people to know how to intervene people who are at risk for suicide and get them
the proper resources,” Baird said.
World Suicide Prevention Day was founded in
 as a response to the many deaths resulting
from suicides in young people.

“We can’t force you to stay
in your room, we can just
advise you to remain in
your room and try not
to come in contact with
people.”

PHIL MOORE
resident adviser in Converse Hall

Residence Life, said as of Wednesday afternoon there have been no cases of swine flu
reported in the residence halls and no one
has been quarantined.
“We’ll follow the guidelines for the health

SWINE FLU CASES NATIONWIDE
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center and the CDC if anyone has the flu,”
Brown said, which include staying isolated
from others and not attending class.
Plans have also been made to deliver
meals to anyone who cannot leave their
dorms, Brown said.
Should swine flu infect a JMU student
living on campus, the resident advisers
are prepared with “swine flu kits” for their
residents. The kits, provided by the UHC
and distributed on Monday, contain thermometers, masks and a card with phone
numbers so that food can be brought to the
resident’s room.
Phil Moore, an RA in Converse Hall,
explained the policies in the dorms.
“We can’t quarantine anyone, we can’t
force you to stay in your room, we can just
advise you to remain in your room and try
not to come in contact with people,” Moore
said.

A National Problem

As of last Friday, , people across
the country have been hospitalized due to
swine flu and  have died, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Web site.
Health officials and education authorities say that there is a significant risk of
swine flu’s spread throughout universities
because  percent of all global HN fatalities are young people in good health.
Since late July, the CDC has stopped
testing for HN since labs have been overwhelmed, and also recommends against
testing for seasonal flu except certain circumstances. The Virginia Department of
Health follows these guidelines so there
is no way to count the actual number of
cases.
“The resources and staff are not available to do this,” said Jonathan Falk, district
epidemiologist for the Central Shenandoah
Health District. “Instead we monitor hospital emergency department data from around
the state to determine frequency of influenza

Widespread

see FLU, page 5

see SUICIDE, page 5
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Reserves, Reductions to Offset Cuts

CUTS

With Federal Stimulus, Interest on Tuition, JMU Hopes to Avoid a Crunch
By AMY PASSARETTI
The Breeze
As Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine
announced the state’s plan to meet
the fiscal year’s $. billion loss,
JMU is left wondering how it will
be affected.
“The overall impact will probably
not be seen by the students,” said
Don Egle, university spokesman.
One of the provisions of Kaine’s
reduction plan is to reduce higher
education funding by  percent to
 percent.
This means JMU will lose nearly $ million dollars in general
funding from the state. However,
due to federal stimulus money as
a one-time revenue source, this
number will be cut to nearly $.

NEWS, page 3
There’s been only one ticket given in
Harrisonburg for texting-while-driving.

million.
According to Egle, the university is looking to make up this total
amount in three major areas.
First, the university has about
$. million in budget reserves
from the last fiscal year.
“The university was anticipating
this happening this year so a number of efforts were made toward
the end of the last fiscal year, which
ended June ,” Egle said.
There will also be a  percent
reduction across all divisions of
the university, such as the University Advancement, Student Affairs
and University Planning, Academic Affairs and Administration and
Finance.
“Budget cuts imposed on academics will be proportionally less

OPINION, page 7
Kennedy’s Senate seat must be filled,
but is Curt Schilling ready for the job?
Elizabeth Baugh thinks not.

than other divisions,” Egle said.
“We want to protect the instructional mission of the university.”
These cuts may be seen in a
restriction on equipment purchases or small renovation projects, but
nothing that may hugely impact
students, according to Egle.
The third area affected by the
budget would be a $, interest yield off tuition.
The university has placed a
temporary hiring freeze on all
non-instructional faculty positions as an additional cost-saving
measure.
According to a news release
from Kaine’s office, budget reductions for higher education were
decreased  percent from what
could have been.

SPORTS, page 9
Comprehensive preview of football’s
season opener at Maryland Saturday

other plans for ’10

Plans for reduction throughout
the state include $18 million
in improved business practices
and efficiencies:
 Nearly $235 million in

reduction or elimination of
current services
 More than $170 million in
reduced personnel costs
 More than $28 million
in reduced discretionary
expenses

Other major actions in the
Governor’s reduction plan:
 Eliminating 929 positions,

including 593 layoffs

 Reductions in administrative

costs to prevent deeper cuts
in direct service delivery
 Closing two older facilities and
one juvenile correction facility

LIFE, page 11
Flying curse words, fights and passion
ensue in Theatre II’s production of
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”
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Nation&World
China Goes Green With
Solar Water Heaters

RIZHAO, China — Before her family
bought a solar water heater, Liu Yan would
bathe the way many working-class Chinese
have for generations: boil water, dampen a
rag and wipe away the dirt.
Today, the -year-old mother and her
family shower daily and wash their dishes
with hot water. The stainless steel heater affixed to her red-tiled roof cost about $.
The device has become a symbol of China’s
rising standard of living and its leap into the
era of clean energy.
In the seaside city of . million where Liu
lives in Shandong province,  percent of
households use solar water heaters. The mattress-sized contraptions dominate Rizhao’s
skyline, resting haphazardly on almost every
residential rooftop.
In the global race to develop green technology and stem climate change, China has
become a leading producer of solar panels
and wind turbines. It also dominates the lesser-known technology of solar water heaters.
Using principles of solar heating more
than a century old, the humble, low-cost devices consist of an angled row of cola-colored
glass tubes that absorb heat from the sun. The
most common models fill the tubes with cold
water. As it heats, the water rises into an insulated tank where it can remain hot for days.
The devices have improved so much over
the years that some don’t need direct sunlight — all the more valuable in China’s often
hazy and smoggy cities. Newer models have
electrical heaters inside the water tanks that
switch on if the water gets too cold on frigid
days.
Popular in some parts of the United States
around the turn of the th century before
being made obsolete by cheap natural gas,
solar heaters are now hailed as one of China’s
greatest environmental success stories. More
than  million homes have the devices, accounting for two-thirds of the world’s solar
water heating energy.

Mexican Crop Profits
Hit Hard by Draught
MEXICO CITY — In the parched Mexican
countryside, the corn is wilting, the wheat
stunted. And here in this vast and thirsty
capital, officials are rationing water and
threatening worse cuts as Mexico endures
one of the driest spells in more than half a
century.
A months-long drought has affected broad
swaths of the country, from the U.S. border
to the Yucatan Peninsula, leaving crop fields
parched and many reservoirs low. The need
for rain is so dire that water officials have
been rooting openly for a hurricane or two to
provide a good drenching.
“We really are in a difficult situation,”
said Felipe Arreguin Cortes, deputy technical director for Mexico’s National Water
Commission.
This is supposed to be Mexico’s wet season, when daily rains bathe farmland and top
off rivers and reservoirs. But rainfall has been
sporadic and unusually light — the result, officials say, of an El Nino effect this summer
that has warmed Pacific Ocean waters and
influenced distant weather patterns.

Mexico’s hurricane season has been mild,
with no major hits this summer, although a
weak Hurricane Jimena dropped plenty of
rain on parts of Baja California and the northwestern state of Sonora last week. The sparse
rainfall nationwide has made  the driest
in  years of government record-keeping,
Arreguin said.
Although nearly two months remain before the rainy season ends in October, the
drought is an unwelcome blow to an economy laboring under a recession that has
crimped exports and cost hundreds of thousands of jobs.
Mexican growers report more than $
billion in losses from crops planted during
spring, in anticipation of seasonal rain. Hard
hit have been corn, beans, barley and sorghum, plus livestock. Farmers and officials
say the effect, including lost earnings, unpaid
debts and shortages of staple foods, could be
felt well into next year.
“Although no one wants to recognize
it, there is a food crisis,” said Cruz Lopez
Aguilar, president of a national federation
representing rural dwellers. He and others
say increasing imports to make up for lost
crops could raise food costs.
Mexican officials play down the severity,
saying lost production can be offset during
the fall growing cycle, when crops are irrigated and rely less on direct rainfall. A federal
government insurance program is meant to
cover farmers affected by drought.

Colombian Oil
Production Rebounding
BOGOTA, Colombia — Until recently in a
free fall because of terrorist attacks that scared
off wildcat drillers, Colombia’s oil production is staging a surprisingly robust rebound,
boosted in no small part by the arrival of oil
industry executives and engineers banished
by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez.
Increased production in Colombia, a U.S.
ally, is important for U.S. consumers because
it advances the goal of reducing the country’s
reliance on oil imports from unstable, unreliable or unfriendly governments.
At a public forum last month, Mining
and Energy Minister Hernan Martinez said
Colombian crude output would reach an
average , barrels a day by December,
cementing the nation’s position as Latin
America’s fourth-largest producer after
Mexico, Venezuela and Brazil. Colombia’s
oil production for all of  is estimated to
average , daily barrels, up  percent
from average daily output of , in .
Recent statistics from the U.S. Energy Department show that Colombia is already a
significant supplier to the United States. In
May, it exported an average of , barrels of crude daily, making it the th-largest
shipper of oil to the United States.
“Colombia is ideally placed geographically to become an important exporter,” said
Fred Kozak, an energy analyst at Canaccord
Capital Corp., a Calgary, Alberta, investment
company.
Kozak and other observers expect production and exports to climb in coming months.
The country is benefiting from an influx of
investment attracted by its improved security. Oil pipeline attacks by leftist rebels, once
the bane of the industry, totaled  last year,
down from  in .

British Journalist
Escapes Taliban

KABUL, Afghanistan — A kidnapped British journalist working for the New York Times
was rescued from Taliban captivity Tuesday
night, but his Afghan translator was shot
dead during a brief and chaotic gun battle
with insurgents.
New York Times and Afghan security officials confirmed that Stephen Farrell, ,
was rescued unharmed when British special
forces staged a helicopter gunship raid on a
mud compound in a northern Afghan village
where he and the translator, Sultan Munadi,
were being held. Taliban fighters seized Farrell and Munadi Saturday as they visited the
site of a NATO bombing in northern Kunduz
province that, a day earlier, had killed at least
 insurgents and villagers.
Sources with detailed knowledge of the
rescue said that Munadi was shot and killed
as he, along with Farrell, tried to run toward
the British forces after they landed on the
compound roof and engaged Taliban forces
with heavy gunfire. The forces departed with
Farrell but left Munadi’s body lying outside
the compound, witnesses said.
British military officials said one of their
commandos also was killed. Some sources
said a local Afghan woman died as well.
Farrell was flown to the Afghan capital early Wednesday but could not be reached for
comment. According to an account posted
on the New York Times Web site, he telephoned his editors in New York before dawn,
saying, “I’m out! I’m free!”
Farrell told the newspaper that he had
been extracted by commandos after a “fierce
firefight,” and that he had been hiding in a
ditch when he saw Munadi run into a hail of
bullets and fall to the ground.
Neither the New York Times, the Afghan
government nor international officials had
advance knowledge of the military assault
before it was carried out, U.N. officials and
other sources said.

Maryland Panty Thief
Pleads Guilty

MARYLAND — A Howard County, Md.,
apartment thief accused of stealing a bounty
of panties and bras pleaded guilty to four
counts of first-degree burglary Tuesday,
authorities said. The man acknowledged
committing one of the break-ins while wearing women’s clothes, said a spokesman for
the Howard County state’s attorneys office.
Brian Eui Hong, , broke into apartments
 months ago at the Town & Country complex in Ellicott City, according to authorities.
County police had charged him with breaking into nine apartments, where “residents
reported various valuables stolen, including
jewelry, credit cards, clothing, electronics and
cash. In each case, residents reported that
large quantities of women’s underwear also
had been taken,” police said in a statement.
Prosecutors said they will seek a prison
sentence of eight years and restitution of at
least $,. Circuit Judge Raymond Kane,
Jr. scheduled sentencing for December.

—The Washington Post and Los Angeles Times

CORRECTION

In the Tuesday, Sept. 8 issue of The Breeze, the article “On the
Stump in Festival” stated that the JMU campus was unaware of
Deeds’ appearance. However, there were JMU students, staff and
alumni in attendance. The event was not affiliated with JMU, but
was directed toward any voters of Rockingham County, students
included.
Also, there was not an open bar as the article stated. It was a
cash bar only.
The Breeze regrets all errors.

Police Log
TRESPASSING

On Saturday, a JMU student reported an unknown black male with
dreadlocks standing in a dorm room doorway. The male exited the room
when the occupant screamed.

LARCENY
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 , the student-run newspaper of
James Madison University, serves student and
faculty readership by reporting news involving the
campus and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting and firmly
believes in its First Amendment rights.
Published Monday and Thursday mornings, The
Breeze is distributed throughout James Madison
University and the local Harrisonburg community.
Comments and complaints should be addressed
to Tim Chapman, editor.

On Sept. 3, a JMU employee reported theft of a $2,000 Dell laptop
computer in Festival.
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On Friday, a JMU employee reported theft of squeegee blade assembly
for cleaning, valuing $400, from a floor scrubber in JMAC 3 building on
Harrison Street.
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On Sept. 3, a JMU student reported theft of a commuter parking decal
from a vehicle in R11 lot.
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On Sept. 1, a JMU student reported theft of a commuter parking decal
from a vehicle in the Warsaw parking deck.
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On Sept. 1, a JMU student reported theft of a commuter parking decal
from a vehicle in the Champions Drive parking deck.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

On Friday, a JMU employee reported a broken glass entrance door in
JMAC 6 building on Harrison Street, resulting in $500 damage.
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On Sept. 1, two JMU students in Potomac Hall received judicial referrals
for marijuana possession, resulting in one arrest.
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On Sunday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial
referral, for drug possession in White Hall.

VIDEO
breezevideo1@gmail.com

On Saturday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial
referral, for public drunkenness near UREC.
On Sunday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial
referral, for public drunkenness and underaged drinking in Hillside Hall.
On Sunday, police arrested a JMU student, who also received a judicial
referral, for public drunkenness at the Godwin Hall bus stop.
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Behind the
Rankings:
JMU at No.
12 in State
By Ford Prior
The Breeze

“With a grain of salt” — that’s how
JMU spokesman Don Egle suggests
JMU take shots to its reputation, in particular the latest appearance in Forbes
magazine, a business and finance
publication.
A new study, released in the September edition of Forbes, ranked JMU 12th
among top Virginia colleges — discouraging news for some within the JMU
community. Egle, however, remains
unperturbed.
“JMU is part of quite a few rankings
— and when you look at it, JMU goes
quite well in almost all of [them],” Egle
said. “What I do is take a step back and
look at the aggregate.”
Looking from above at this “aggregate,” few Virginia colleges have a
history as distinguished as JMU’s. The
Kiplinger 100, a list of best values in
public colleges, ranked JMU as No. 22
nationally; the 2007 Princeton Review

“I just assumed that JMU
was the better school
... because it was
harder to get into and
academically better.”
– Emily Wynn
junior media arts and design major

called JMU “one of the nation's best values for a college education,” and JMU
placed first in a 2009 study in U.S. News
& World Report as the South’s premier
public masters-level programs.
But a good reputation still doesn’t
explain how JMU, one of Virginia’s most
well-known universities, landed so far
down the state list.
Forbes’ rankings may come as an
unpleasant surprise to students who
made big pre-college decisions based
on the widespread assumption that
JMU was near the head of the pack.
Relying on JMU’s reputation, junior
Emily Wynn chose JMU over some
of the lesser-reputed schools that
appeared near the top of Forbes’ new
list. For example, Sweet Briar College
(No. 5), Hollins University (No. 7) and
Emory and Henry College (No. 8) all
rank higher than JMU.
Wynn, a media arts and design major,
saw JMU as the next-best option under
U.Va and William & Mary, two schools
to which she was rejected.
“I just assumed that JMU was the better school than Mary Washington [No.
9], because it was harder to get into and
academically better,” she said. “I definitely thought that because JMU was
bigger, it was a better school than UR
[University of Richmond, No. 10].”
Egle points to schools like UR to
explain JMU’s low rankings. Private
schools, he says, have an unfair advantage over larger universities, managing
thousands more students. The numbers seem to agree: 46 of Forbes’ top 50
American universities are private.
“When you start talking about the
differences between private and public, many privates are much smaller
than the public institutions,” he said.
“They’re not serving nearly as many
students.”
Egle’s theory, however, is cast into
doubt by the University of Virginia,
another public school. With a freshman
class of 3,248 — only 619 less than JMU
— U.Va ranks 4th overall in Virginia.
Numbers make it clear that Forbes’
list is nevertheless stacked in favor of
America’s private institutions.
The upper-hand, therefore, must lie
somewhere within Forbes’ five-point
ranking criteria: (1) graduation rate,
(2) awards, (3) student satisfaction with
instructors, (4) debt upon graduation
and (5) post-graduate success.
The fifth and final criteria, “post-graduate vocational success”— weighing 25
percent and measured by Who’s Who in
America, a list of the country’s biggest
names, and PayScale.com, a Web site
that tracks salaries — could reveal private schools’ secret weapon: legacy.
Though schools like Virginia Military
Institute (No. 6), Hampden-Sydney (No.
3), and Washington and Lee (No. 1) are,
perhaps, less-known, recent grads are
known for landing high-paying jobs
under loyal alumni.
Meanwhile, less-fraternal colleges
like Virginia Tech (No. 13), VCU (No.
see Rankings, page 4
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One Texting Ticket So Far
By Megan Williams

recently in a car accident and had
been texting when it happened. When
the cop asked how the incident happened, the friend said he had been
looking down to change the radio
station.

The Breeze

While driving, freshman Chad
Henderson occasionally finds himself
steering with his knee.
“I know it’s dangerous,” Henderson
said. But like many students, he sends
text messages while driving. For Henderson, this is made more difficult by
the fact that he drives a manual car. “I
try not to text as much as possible.”
Texting while driving has been illegal in Virginia for a little more than
two months now. On July 1, Virginia
became one of 19 states to penalize
drivers for this distracting act. But,
despite the popularity of this law, it is
proving difficult to enforce.
As a secondary offense, drivers
cannot be pulled over specifically
for texting; they have to be breaking
another law as well. But spotting texters from a car is hard enough, said 1st
Sgt. Bryan Hutcheson of the Virginia
State Police, without having to spot
another offense as well.
“It’s not the easiest thing to detect,”
Hutcheson said. “You almost have to
stumble on it, or have a very good vantage point.”
Because the law is still new in Virginia, Hutcheson believes it will take
more time before officers have a strategy for identifying people who are
texting while driving, and that the
law will become more effective in the
future.
Since the law was enacted, only one
ticket has been issued in Harrisonburg,
according to Mary-Hope Gangwer,
spokeswoman for the Harrisonburg
Police Department. A texting-whiledriving ticket in Virginia is $20 for
a first offense and $50 for a second
offense. The fines are much harsher in
other states, including Utah where the

“One of the benefits
of having this on the
books is it lets people
know that it is illegal
and not just a bad
idea.”
— first sgt. BRYAN
HUTCHESON
Virginia State Police

photo illustration by paul jones/The Breeze

Texting while driving was made a secondary offense in Virginia on July 1. Police say
it is difficult to catch drivers, but they are working on a better strategy.
law carries up to a $750 fine and three
months in jail.
Even though police have not given
out many tickets, “I think the law has
made more people aware that they
need to be paying attention to driving
and not talking on the phone or texting,” Gangwer said.
Police are relying on the awareness of the law to deter drivers from
texting.
“It’s like when seat belts were first
required,” Hutcheson said. “One of the
benefits of having this on the books is

it lets people know that it is illegal and
not just a bad idea.”
For some people the law has made
them less likely to take out their cell
phones during driving. For others,
however, the lack of the law’s enforcement tempts them to text anyway.
“Since I know I can’t get pulled over
for it, it doesn’t really stop me from
doing it,” freshman Lauren Wine said.
“I think the law is a good idea, because
texting while driving is dangerous, but
I don’t think it’s effective.”
Wine said that a friend of hers was

According to a recent Virginia Tech
study, drivers are 23 times more likely
to get into an accident if they are texting while driving. Although the study
focuses primarily on truck drivers, the
findings correlate to other vehicles as
well. Texting also slows reaction time
by 35 percent studies say.
For sophomores Blake Krejci and
Liz Coates, this greater potential for
getting into an accident is enough reason not to text or even take out their
phones while driving.
“They stress in driving school that
you already have to pay attention to so
many things at the same time” while
driving, Krejci said. Adding texting to
the many things a driver should pay
attention to, she said, is not smart.
Coates added: “When I’m in a car
it’s not just me that I should be concerned about. I have to be concerned
about everyone else, too.”

Bell Hall Offers
Alternate Living
By Katie Hibson
contributing writer

robert boag/The Breeze

Mark Warner, vice president of Student Affairs, speaks to members of the Student
Government Association during Tuesday’s first meeting of the year.

Warner to SGA:
‘We Need You
For a Whole Year’

By Matt Sutherland
The Breeze

The Student Government Association met for its first senate meeting
on Tuesday to acquaint new representatives with the process. For many
senators, however, the most important item of business was a guest visit
from Mark Warner, the vice president
of Student Affairs at James Madison
University.
After Warner greeted the new government body with jokes and smiles,
his speech gathered momentum as he
pushed his point to the crowd.
“Madison is a much greater institution than when I got here in 1975,”
Warner said.
Warner explained to the crowd the
importance of student government.
“You add quality to the lives of
18,000 students on this campus. As you
begin to do the important work you’re
going to do, that’s what you need to
think about,” Warner said. “What’s

going to be the legacy you’re going to
leave a year from now? James Madison
University should look very different a
year from now.”
SGA announced contingency funds
— the amount of money available for
student organizations for the academic year — at $37,143. Each group can
request up to $2,971.44.
Resolutions were announced to provide contingency funds to the Asian
Student Union, Psychology Peer Advisers and the Wesley Foundation. They
were referred to the finance committee
for further discussion.
A proposed resolution that would
excuse Sen. Carlos Ruiz from attending any of the weekly Senate meetings
due to class conflict was passed over
to the communication and internal
affairs committee.
During the meeting, SGA confirmed
junior Andrew Elgert as the Speaker of
the Senate.
see sga, page 5

SGA meetings are held every Tuesday at 5 p.m.
in the first floor of Festival in the Highlands Room.
Meetings are open to the public.

In a world where college is often
synonymous with drinking, students
living in Bell Hall have turned their
backs on drunken partying.
Instead, students living in the
Hillside area dorm have signed a
substance-free contract agreeing
not to use or possess drugs or alcohol. Those who violate the agreement
potentially face a $75 fine. The substance-free dorm option is available
only to incoming freshmen via an
online application through the freshman One Book Web site.
A decade ago, JMU substance-free
housing was high in demand. Now,
however, the Office of Residence Life
is unable to fill even one dorm with
substance-free students, according to
Kathleen Campbell, associate director of Student Learning in the Office
of Residence Life. As a result, ORL
will be reviewing the entire concept
of substance-free housing.
Although numbers are down,
freshmen who live in Bell Hall cite
the positives of living in a substancefree dorm.

“To change a cultural
trend, it will take
time and be a slow
process... Getting
students to want to
live in Bell Hall is a
victory in itself.”
– mandy moomaw
resident adviser in Bell Hall

Sophomore Khyre Dean lived in
Bell Hall last year after transferring
from McGraw-Long Hall after his first
semester. He immediately noticed the
difference between a regular dorm
and a substance-free dorm.
“At McGraw-Long, it seemed like
all everyone talked about was going
out and partying,” Dean said. “No
one had any other interests. At Bell,
the people were so interesting and
cultured. They were into all sorts
of things like cooking, reading and

movies.”
Junior Mandy Moomaw served as
a resident adviser for Bell Hall last
year and believes their student community was much closer than other
dorms.
“It was incredible living with
people who share the same values,”
Moomaw said. “When people choose
to live together who want to live the
same lifestyle, it can provide the
building block for a really tight-knit,
close community.”
However, former Bell Hall resident,
sophomore Caroline McGraw, feels
that living in Bell Hall isn’t the close
community that is often a big selling
point for potential applicants.
“I found a lot of people were really
cliquish,” McGraw said. “They weren’t
that open-minded, and if you didn’t
already have friends who lived in Bell,
then it was a lot harder to fit in and
find friends. Living in Bell Hall pretty
much ruined my freshman year.”
A 27-year study by researchers at
the Washington University School
of Medicine in St. Louis, published
in the Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry,
concluded that despite the 21-year
drinking age, college students continue to binge drink 30 percent more
than their counterparts who do not
attend college, leaving colleges to
their own devices to create policies
to discourage underage drinking.
The substance-free housing option
first became available in 1996 with
Shorts Hall and Ashby Hall serving
as the freshman and upperclassmen
substance-free dorms, respectively.
Several floors in Bell Hall also became
a substance-free dorm as interest
rose among first-year students.
The increasing interest, however,
did not last long.
By 2000, interest in substance-free
housing began steadily declining,
and upperclassmen substance-free
housing was eliminated in Fall 2008.
Freshman housing was downsized to
just Bell Hall.
For now, Bell Hall remains one of
the most visible successes of JMU’s
fight against underaged drinking.
“Bell Hall is a great start,” Moomaw
said. “To change a cultural trend, it
will take time and be a slow process.
Any victory, big or small, is still a victory. Getting students to want to live
in Bell Hall is a victory in itself.”
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19), and JMU lack the volume
of “connections” and corporate
hook-ups. In other words, JMU
is less-equipped to effortlessly
set students on the fast-track
to “post-grad success,” one of
Forbes’ five basic criteria.
Since success often takes
decades, public schools have
often changed dramatically by
the time their alumni finally
arrive on the “Who’s Who” list.
Another point of Forbes’ five
criteria, titled “student satisfaction with instructors,” weighing

25 percent, is another front of
criticism. The study used RateMyProfessors.com to gauge
student satisfaction, and as a
safe place for students to fume
about professors, critics call the
Web site’s data “disproportionately negative.”
“I encourage people to think
that through,” Egle said of the
RateMyProfessors.com figures.
“How do you ensure that the
data is good, accurate data?”
While “student satisfaction”
and “post-graduate success”—
each weighted 25 percent, and
making up half of the study’s

results — appear dubious at
second glance, the legitimacy
of Forbes’ study is called into
question.
Ultimately, Egle is confident
that JMU offers students a toprate education, regardless of the
numbers.
“Everyone always wants to
talk about the number, but
sometimes I think there’s a larger question here,” he said. “This
is not about the rankings — it’s
about serving the students —
and by doing what we do well,
the rankings just become a
byproduct at that.”

Be the first to tell us breaking news: breezenews@gmail.com

WE’VE BROUGHT YOU:

• 24-hour access to the clubhouse
• Clubroom lounge
• Game room & Arcade
• Private study rooms & Computer lounge
• Furnished apartments w/ leather sofas
• 32” LCD flat panel TV’s
• Cable TV with HBO
• Three tanning beds
• Pet walk (pet friendly!)
• Car care facility
• State of the art fitness center
• Excellent customer service
• Convenient Harrisonburg
Transit service to campus
and night shuttle service
• Utilities included in rent
• Energy Star Certified apartments
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JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
Will giveaway $100 CASH to one lucky person
wearing a James McHone Jewelry T-shirt

TODAY September 10th 3:30 p.m.
In front of WILSON HALL on the QUAD
FOR ALL THOSE NEW TO JMU...YES, THIS IS FOR REAL!!!
Need a FREE T-Shirt visit us at 75 Court Square Downtown next to Bank of America
Check us out at mchonejewelry.com
and join us on facebook.com for even more giveaways
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Due to Excessive Problems
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Warner also warned about the
corruption of power, as well as
the growing tiredness from the
SGA that has been experienced
in recent years.
“One of the critical things is
that interest wanes as it comes
down to the end, but we need
you for a whole year,” Warner
said.
Several other criticisms of
the SGA have been their lack
of publication. A primary concern expressed by students is
the lack of announcements the
SGA makes widely known to the
students. During last year’s elections, only 20 people showed up
to the SGA debate. In addition,
out of more than 17,000 students
at JMU, only 1,473 students casted

ballots in last year’s election.
After his speech, Dr. Warner
took questions from the crowd,
including a response to the controversial shortening of JMU’s
“drunk bus” hours.
“One of the issues is that last
hour was really hard on bus drivers, really hard on buses,” Warner
said. “That’s when we had the
most vandalism. We had more
people vomiting. We had more
bus drivers abused.”
Some constituents are already
excited about beginning the SGA
year, including the new director
of public relations for the SGA,
Elissa Taylor.
“I’ve been involved in student
government since sixth grade,”
Taylor said, “so I find it extremely
interesting. I’m a people person,
I just love to help others.”

from front

This year’s theme is “Suicide
Prevention in Different Cultures.” Since suicide is a global
problem, WHO estimates on its
Web site that in 10 years suicide
will become about 2 percent of
the “global burden of disease.”
Suicide does not just affect
the one million people a year
globally who commit it; it takes
a psychological and emotional toll on family members and
friends left behind and the millions more who have attempted
suicide.
“I think it is a good idea,”
freshman Joe Townsend said.
“I had a friend or two in high
school who dealt with this. I
think it should definitely be
talked about.”
According to the CSDC Web
site, people don’t like talking
about suicide because they’re

afraid the person will want to do
it more after discussing it. Talking about suicide, however, can
show the person that someone
cares about them and can provide some emotional release.

As a resident adviser, senior
Kelsey Nestel knows she must
be prepared to help her residents by getting them to the
proper resources if needed.
“I have not had any

Any class or organization interested in hosting a
guest speaker on suicide prevention should e-mail
prevent.suicide.jmu@gmail.com or call 540-4470272.
The Campus Suicide Prevention Center of Virginia
will be hosting a conference on Oct. 16 for students
and faculty in leadership roles around campus. Their
office is located on University Blvd.
The CSDC is available for help at Varner House
from Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.: (540568-6552). Public Safety (540-568-6911) will assess
the situation after hours and, if necessary, contact
the counseling center staff member on call. For dire
situations, go to the Emergency Room at Rockingham
Memorial Hospital, 235 Cantrell Ave (540-433-4393)
or call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800273-TALK.

experience, but I think the best
thing is to be there; be ready to
help,” Nestel said.
Some courses in the justice
studies department contain
units about suicide and its
prevention.
“I think [World Suicide Prevention Day] should be more
advertised,” junior Erin Elliott
said. “I am a justice studies
major so we have covered some
of that stuff in class, but I did not
know [it] was going on”.
In addition to today’s events,
suicide prevention seminars
will be available to groups and
classes interested in educating
themselves on suicide prevention over the course of the
school year.
CSDC will give presentations
on campus and talk to people
about suicide, depression and
what the risk factors are, Baird
said.

MIRENDA | Freshman Remains Strong, FLU | Vaccine Will Be Available

Positive Despite Father’s Untimely Death

Through Health Center in October
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like it was right. So I kept praying and that visual came and
that’s what developed.”
The visual the ninth-year
priest was referring to, was
that of his own father’s death.
Curran had no idea Nic was in
attendance and had only heard
about the accident in passing.
Surprised to be hearing about
someone else’s experience losing a father, Nic didn’t chalk it
up to mere coincidence.
“I was thinking if anything
maybe — I mean this might
sound kind of selfish — someone, like, told him about me and
he did it for a reason,” Mirenda
said.
Curran said he followed an
instinct, more specifically “a
prompting of the Holy Spirit.”
Nic was intrigued nonetheless. Curran spoke about how
for years, growing up in a Catholic family, he had recited the
same prayers over and over.
But it wasn’t until his father’s
death in 2000 that the meaning
of one common prayer actually
hit him.
“The power of ritual [is] to
shape us and to ground us and
to be our voice when we can’t
find our voice in those dark
moments, where people are
just confused and scared and
disconnected,” Curran said, “the
ritual comes out and it’s wow,
that’s it.”
Curran acknowledged the
problem in ritual in that it can
become stale for those just going
through the motions. It was at
this point that Nic realized the
inkling that led him to church
was proving its point.
“It helped, I guess,” Nic said.
“It reminded me of the situation and I just kind of sat there
and was like, ‘Wow this is pretty
crazy,’ you know? I don’t really
know how to explain it.”

Remembering His Father

Nic said his father, though
“not a big churchgoer,” would
have been proud that he had

gone to mass in an effort to try
new things and make his own
decisions.
Recent life decisions have
been tough but for losing his
father at such a young age and
during some of the biggest and
most tragic weeks of his life, Nic
has shown an uncanny maturity
for an 18-year-old.
He also assumed a mindset
of objectivity, one he attributes
to Joseph. When online readers
of the Harrisonburg newspaper,
the Daily News-Record, engaged
in a lengthy spat over who was
likely responsible for the fatal
incident, Nic changed the direction of the conversation with his

“My dad was
just, like, the
greatest role
model you could
ever imagine.”
– NIC MIRENDA
JMU freshman

own comment on the site.
He first wrote about how
much his father loved biking,
while obeying the laws of the
road. Nic then followed in his
father’s selfless footsteps and
expressed sorrow, not contempt, for the driver.
Unless any serious negligence on Chandler’s part is
discovered in the investigation,
Nic said he hopes she doesn’t
get charged because living with
her regret would be punishment enough.
“I haven’t met her but I hear
that she’s done some really nice
things for other people,” Nic
said, “and she’s not the type of
person that someone just reading the article might want to
stereotype her as.”
Nic described his father as
not only really intelligent, but
also unbiased and willing to

Serving James Madison University Since 1922
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take different viewpoints. Nic
applied this saying that he
couldn’t imagine what Chandler
is going through.
“I didn’t want any of the emotions to get in the way of the
facts and, you know, justice,” he
said.

Support on Campus

Nic continued going to class
the rest of his first week, while
his mother and sister, Elli, 16,
stayed in Harrisonburg with
him.
Nic has also found strength
in the friendly community that
attracts many students to JMU.
He admitted he was hesitant
to come to a school with friends
from home, for fear of not meeting new people, but childhood
friends proved critical.
“Nic really looked up to his
dad and he still does,” said
Bennett Wales, freshman and
longtime friend. “And I think
his dad had a lot of influence on
some of the decisions he made,
so he had a pretty deep respect
for his dad for sure.”
Complete strangers also
impressed Nic with their compassion. Writing professor
Julia Sochacki and psychology
professor David Daniel both
emphasized to Nic that he didn’t
need to be on time with all of his
initial assignments.
Sochacki even planned on
having her class sign a card for
Nic on the Monday following
the incident, but to her surprise
Nic was back in class, taking no
time off.
“I was just amazed and he
came up afterward,” Sochacki
said. “I just said, ‘You know
take care of yourself’ and then
I asked him if I could give him a
hug and he said, ‘Yeah.’”
Nic’s resolve to stay in school
is just another example of the
quality characteristics Joseph
passed down to his son.
“He really accomplished a lot
and I really revered him highly,” Nic said. “My dad was just,
like, the greatest role model you
could ever imagine.”

like activity and hospital admissions.”
According to the CDC Web site, as swine flu
became more widespread throughout the nation,
individual case counts became increasingly inaccurate when representing the true effects of the
disease. Instead, the CDC has gone back to using
its traditional flu monitoring system to determine where flu activity is and hospitalization
and death rates.
Virginia is still relatively free of infection,
according to the CDC. In a map indicating the
geographic spread of H1N1 and seasonal flu, Virginia’s activity level remains at “local,” meaning
that the virus is contained to certain areas.
Falk said there have been increases in influenza-like illness in the Shenandoah district, but
only some cases have been confirmed as H1N1
through lab testing.
“We currently anticipate the symptoms and
course of illness to be similar to seasonal influenza, but the affected groups will differ slightly,”
Falk said. “Pregnant women and those six
months of age to 24 years of age are our focus
for novel H1N1.”

Treatment

The vaccine, which will become available in
October, will be administered in two parts, the
second administered about a month after the
first.
For now, Rodgers recommends that anyone
at JMU experiencing flu-like symptoms, including coughing, sneezing, fever or sore throat, stay
home until the fever subsides and only those
with serious symptoms should seek medical

attention.
“There is no treatment for the flu, antibiotics
are never used, and the antiviral medications
are not recommended unless the patient is so
serious as to be considering hospitalization,”
Rodgers said.
Many schools around the country have taken
extra precautions in order to prevent the spread
of swine flu until the vaccine arrives. Examples
are hand sanitizer in dining halls and flu kits that
are available to students free of charge.
As of Tuesday, the University of Virginia had
confirmed 55 cases, according to spokeswoman
Marian Anderfuren. The University of Maryland
confirmed more than 172 cases as of Tuesday,
most occurring over this past weekend. Other
schools such as William & Mary, Virginia Commonwealth University and the University of
Richmond have confirmed cases but have not
released specific numbers.
Dr. James Turner, director of the UVA’s Elson
Student Health Center, said that the cases have
been relatively mild and students have exhibited ordinary flu symptoms. So far, measures have
been taken to deliver food to sick students and
their otherwise healthy roommates have been
assigned other living arrangements until the
fever subsides.
Emory University in Georgia has moved more
than 50 students with swine flu into separate
dorms, according to Emory spokesperson Ron
Sauder. Each infected student has his or her
own room and does not attend classes in order to
prevent the spread of the virus. Though the measures may seem drastic, Georgia has the second
highest rate of infection of the reporting schools,
according to a nationwide study.
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SUPER CROSSWORD

122 Certain marble
126 Joan Sutherland’s
birthplace
129 Joan Van Ark role
133 Nome dome home?
134 Habitually, to Herrick
135 Clementi
compositions
136 Cultural grp.
137 “Superman” star
138 Carrere or Mowry
139 Reduce in rank
140 Disposition
DOWN
1 Cat calls?
2 Heaps
3 Father
4 Comprehend
5 Lodging
6 Violin part
7 Souffle ingredient
8 First base man?
9 Impressive lobby
10 Dieter’s snack
11 Casino cubes
12 Endorses
13 Nero’s tutor
14 “Golden Girl”
McClanahan
15 Farm animal?
16 Where to hear zarzuela
17 Diacritical mark
18 “Puppy Love” singer

ALONG CAME JOANS
ACROSS
1 Spar
5 Stomach remedy
11 Tijuana two
14 Bob Marley was one
19 Literary pseudonym
20 Deny
21 Turner or Pappas
22 Remove a corsage
23 Joan Cusack film
25 Joan Rivers line
27 Hero’s horse
28 Brasilia architect Oscar
30 Neighbor of Mont.
31 Little spot in the sea
35 Psychic Geller
36 Triangle type
39 Cut
42 Coach Parseghian

43 Blabby bird
45 Zenith
46 Rhine whine
47 Dana and Seixas
49 Precambrian 51 Ho Chi Minh City, once
55 Joan Jett’s group
60 Ms. Montez
61 - firma
62 Jedi instructor
63 “- vous plait”
65 Cherbourg chapeau
66 Acted like a stallion
69 “Yuck!”
70 Bargain
72 Raven maven?
73 Joan Collins series
75 Joan Osborne hit
78 Mil. address
81 Hit the Haagen-Dazs
82 Fr. lady

83 Showers, in winter
86 Enjoy the weekend
88 Behave like a bunny
90 Gross subj.
92 Rested
94 Israeli airline
95 Joan Didion book
99 Declare
102 Proverb
103 European capital
104 82 Across, farther
south
105 De Lesseps’ canal
107 Highflying agcy.
110 “Krazy -”
111 Director Peter
112 Nursery noisemakers
115 Gun the engine
116 Guru
118 - polloi
119 Germs

24 Drivers’ lics., e.g.
26 Shawls and such
29 He gets down to work
32 Etna ooze
33 Hockey’s Lindros
34 Vulgar
37 Meadow
38 Ovid’s fate
39 “The Simpsons” creator
Groening
40 Paint pigment
41 “- ignorance is bliss . . .”
44 Part of M.A.
48 “Twist and -” (‘62 hit)
50 Out of the way
52 Trail mix
53 Butter sub
54 Hoopster Archibald
56 Nail type
57 It’s down in the mouth
58 Nervous
59 Contented sigh
64 Composer Janacek
65 Most morose
67 Rock producer Brian
68 Salt serving
71 Workers’ grp.
74 Has a ball at the mall
75 Bus starter?
76 Peachy-keen
77 Push a product
78 Locality
79 Lucre
80 Norwegian name

82 Merry month
84 Make one’s hair stand
on end?
85 “Heidi” author
87 “He’s making - . . .”
89 Scheme
91 Chores
93 Godunov, e.g.
96 Cognizant
97 Cabbage concoction
98 Bit
100 Furrow
101 Diva Nellie
106 Radical
108 Socked a shuttlecock
109 Pilot
111 Little house on the
prairie?
112 It makes women blush
113 Passageway
114 Bookstore section
117 Ginnie 118 It grows on you
120 “Later!”
121 Grad
123 Singer Vannelli
124 “So - You”
(‘77 song)
125 “Heavens to Betsy!”
127 “Mazel -!”
128 “Sheila” singer
130 Ancient Tokyo
131 Ensnare
132 Nationality
suffix
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DARTS

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

breezejmu.org» submit darts & pats

A “dude,-bro,-dude” dart to the
random guy who said “thanks, bro”
after I held the door for him.
From a junior who is in no way
whatsoever biologically related to
you.

An “enjoy-your-last-weekendof-freedom” pat to the residents of
Eagle, Shorts and Chandler Halls.
From an MRD who is anxious for
home football games and 8 a.m. call
times.

A “somebody-oughta-get-a-prizefor-this” pat to the JMU Ride Board.
From a junior who’s thrilled she
can afford gas to go home.

A “hide-your-Eagle,-I’ve-gotbeagles” dart to Michael Vick.
From a beagle owner who hates
your ways, regardless of your team.

An “ooowww-wooo!” dart to the
couple on the lawn disgustingly close
to fornicating in public.
From a chica who knows to keep
her “She Wolf” in the closet for more
appropriate settings.
A “thanks-for-dumpster-diving”
pat to my roommate for going
through recycling bins at UREC and
the library to collect Coke Rewards
for me.
From a grad student who is only
15 points away from a Harper’s
Bazaar subscription.
A “can’t-you-take-that-outsideinstead?” dart to the abnormally
loud nose-blower in three of my
classes.
From someone who doesn’t want
your Swine.

A “how-desperate-are-you?”
dart to the girls walking through the
Village area openly talking about how
much they wanted to have sex this
weekend.
From someone who may not
be getting any but still isn’t that
desperate.
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An “oops,-look-at-that,-my-shirttotally-slid-off-my-shoulder!”
dart to girls who erroneously believe
we’re all buying into their carefully
disheveled garments.
From a fashionable guy who
thinks you’re all hilarious for
unanimously trying that hard to be
noticed.

A “womp-womp-womp” dart to
myself for forgetting how tricky the
sidewalk can be when it jumps up at
you.
From a silly junior who needs to
lay off the sauce now that she’s a big
kid.

An “I-know-you-saw-me!” dart
to the speedy little boys who blew
through the crosswalk I was entering
by ISAT.
From a junior who has the time to
spare if it means not getting killed.

An “I-can’t-believe-you-are-asenior” dart to my friend who said
she’s never heard of Darts & Pats.
From your roommate who thinks
you deserve a smack in the face.

A “crayons-make-everythingbetter,-even-homework” pat to a
great professor.
From a student who loves
drawing pictures for homework.

seriously?

Letters to the Editor
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More to Greek Life

It’s Capitol Hill,
Not a Pitcher’s Mound

I enjoy reading The Breeze and
find that it is often an amusing and
informative compilation of campus
life. However, this weeks “Overheard
at JMU” that stated a sorority girl
was overheard saying, “no big deal,
it was just casual” really insulted me,
because of what Greek life actually
stands for.
This remark, which is likely to have
been taken out of context, undermines the impressive strides Greek
life at James Madison has taken to
promote community service and
awareness for a plethora of relevant
issues that individual chapters are
passionate about. The fraternity
brothers comment was also horrifying — the newspaper didn’t even
have the respect for his organization
to call him a fraternity brother, rather
choosing to label him a “frat guy.”
Some issues that individual organizations (with the support of the rest
of the Greek community) have advocated within the last year include,
Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
Breast Cancer Awareness, special
education, ALS and heart disease.
Have some respect and treat organizations that some people care deeply
about with the dignity they deserve
— the printed snippets of conversations on page 9 are insulting and
indicative of the prejudice against
Greek life.
Your publishing what may seem
like a trivial, even humorous bit of
overheard conversation, undermines
the incredible and frequently overlooked contributions that the Greek
community makes on a regular basis
to JMU. It is also particularly horrifying that you would print such a remark
the week before recruitment begins.
Going Greek is a decision that is not
for everyone, but such a comment
would likely taint public perception
of such a membership.
Sorority women and fraternity men,
through their membership, represent
an attempt to involve themselves in
organizations which emphasize a higher standard in all things — academics,
friendship, athletics, philanthropy and
so on. Rather than painting an entire
community as a bunch of whores, it
would be nice to have some recognition of the contributions made by
Greek life; we all know what movies,
the media and popular culture say
about Greek life, but most aspects are

john scott

|

completely skewed. While it is not for
everyone, it is very important to many
people and that should not be disrespected in a newspaper that should
represent all students and campus
life.
Christina A. Lloyd-Williams
senior history major

Fundraising for Va. Nominee

Some clarification may be in order
concerning “On the Stump in Festival”
a story printed in the Tuesday, Sept. 8
issue of The Breeze.
The event attended by state Sen.
Creigh Deeds, the Democratic nominee for governor, and other party
candidates, was the joint Harrisonburg-Rockingham County Labor Day
Celebration. It’s an annual event dating
back more than 20 years as a fundraiser and, as one attendee put it, an
annual reunion for area Democrats.
Although not aimed specifically at
JMU students, the event included JMU
faculty, staff, alumni and dozens of students from Madison and other area
colleges and universities, with the students paying a reduced price as part of
Democratic outreach efforts. City and
county Democratic officials estimate
that more than a third of those at the
event had some JMU connection.
The party sold about 280 tickets to
the event, and there were about 300
people in the room including candidates and their staffs, with many of the
campaign staff also being JMU alumni.
In addition to admission tickets, the
event raised money through a cash
bar (operated and controlled by JMU
catering), donations, advertisements
and an auction.
The party has shown it values its JMU
friends, and consistently shows appreciation to the members of JMU College
Democrats who are giving their time
and effort to help elect Deeds and his
pro-education platform along with
other Democrats all over the state. The
party encourages all students to become
part of the electoral process. Students
can register to vote in Harrisonburg,
and can move their registration here
from other localities to make it easier to
vote on Election Day. The city Electoral
Board is holding a registration drive on
campus, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., every Monday
and Tuesday in September, in Warren
Hall, near the post office.
Lauren Gilbert
senior, President JMU College
Democrats

Pitching Ace Curt Schilling Shows Interest in a New Game — Politics
On Oct. 19, 2004, Red Sox pitcher
Curt Schilling took the mound and
gave one of the best performances this
generation of baseball has ever seen.
In game six
of the American League
Championship
Series against
the New York
Yankees, Schilling pitched six
innings with a
dislocated right
ankle tendon
that was being held together by stitches he got right before the game.
He got the win that night, and
helped the Red Sox clinch the World
Series title, becoming an instant celebrity and a hero to all Bostonians.
Watching the blood seep through
his sock inning after inning, I (and
every other anti-Yankees fan in America) became an instant fan. However,
I was disheartened to hear that he
announced in his blog “38 Pitches” on
Sept. 2, that he has “some interest in
the possibility” of taking Ted Kennedy’s seat in Congress.
Schilling is a team player and a leader. He is determined and knows how to
overcome obstacles. He can talk strategy. And he’s a damn good baseball
player. But if Curt Schilling decides to
go after the senate position, he will be
elected based solely on those reasons.
Shouldn’t there be more requirements than this to become a senator?
Political experience would surely help.
Does being a close friend of and campaigning for John McCain count as
experience? I don’t think so.
There was that time in 2005 when
Schilling was subpoenaed by Congress to testify at the steroids hearing.

That could count as experience. Except
contradicting himself in front of Congress about the major league’s use of
steroids might not be something he
wants to credit. Luckily for him Jose
Canseco isn’t a Massachusetts voter.
I know celebrities have been elected
before. Many of them have experience,
though. Take Jesse “The Body” Ventura, former Governor of Minnesota,
for example. Although he was made
famous by his WWF career, Ventura
was a Navy SEAL who won two service
medals for his service during the Vietnam War. He obviously has knowledge
of military operations and international relations, and in this country
military experience can definitely
qualify one for office.

It’s apparent that some
celebrities are qualified
to hold office — but
Schilling doesn’t seem
to be among them.
Or how about Al Franken, newlyelected Minnesota senator? He
became famous as a writer and actor
on “Saturday Night Live.” He graduated
from Harvard with a degree in political science, and went on to become a
political commentator. He has a firsthand account of politics, and has been
highly educated on the subject.
It’s apparent that some celebrities
are qualified to hold office — but Schilling doesn’t seem to be among them.
T h e “G o v e r n a t o r,” A r n o l d
Schwarzenegger, is a prime example of a celebrity politician without

proper qualifications. Made famous
by becoming Mr. Universe and starring in blockbusters like “Conan the
Barbarian,” Schwarzenegger was elected governor of California in 2003. He
also married into the Kennedy family, which certainly can’t hurt a man’s
political career. And being a Republican in a highly liberal state just goes
to show that voters weren’t basing
their decision on his platform. He was
elected based on his celebrity and
connections, rather than his political
beliefs.
I don’t want this to be the case for
Massachusetts. I don’t want to see an
unqualified and politically uneducated
leader making decisions that affect the
state of the union. And with his more
conservative platform, typically-liberal
Massachusetts voters may vote based
just on his notoriety.
Other potential candidates are surfacing that are more adequate and
experienced. One for-sure candidate is
Massachusetts State Attorney General
Martha Coakley, who clearly has some
experience in the field. Other federal
lawmakers are also expressing interest.
They might not have won three World
Series championships or be McCain’s
wingman, but they know how to run
a country.
On Jan. 19, an election will be held,
and if Schilling decides to take the
mound again, or the Hill in this case,
I hope Massachusetts voters consider
all options, and vote based on qualifications rather than stardom. There
must be someone better suited to fill
Ted Kennedy’s shoes than a former
pitcher with a bloody sock.
Elizabeth Baugh is a junior media

arts & design major and Opinion
Editor at The Breeze.

contributing writer

Calls to Action, Discussion Around JMU
Amethyst Initiative Requires More than Just Rose’s Attention

Since the beginning of the academic year, this paper has displayed many
different news reports and opinions of
drinking here at JMU. We’ve seen new
policies implemented in response to
student drinking from the Ticket Office
on tailgating to Judicial Affairs on the
strike policy to HDPT on the shortening of “drunk bus” hours.
Do I believe these are solutions to
the problem? Perhaps they will temporarily curtail underaged drinking,
but I guarantee you these solutions
will not stand the test of time. No, the
real solution to the drinking problem is
what I have been advocating for since
my first column: open communication
between the administration, the faculty
and the students. Instead of continuing to argue about the problem, I call
all parties involved to action.
I call my former colleagues in the
Student Government Association to
action. Last year I drafted the Amethyst

editorial
policies

Initiative Bill of Opinion — which asks
President Rose to formally reconsider
signing the Amethyst Initiative — and
collected 200 signatures to have it read
on the Senate floor. In order for the SGA
to pass the bill, the signatures of 10 percent of the student body (roughly 1,800
students) are required. I encourage my
former colleagues to join me in collecting these signatures. Most importantly,
I implore SGA members to go out on
campus and have conversations with
their constituents. The mission statement of the SGA is: To Serve, Educate,
Inform and Represent. In my opinion,
this is a time where the members of
SGA can really show they take their
mission statement seriously.
I call the Faculty Senate to action. At
their meeting last Thursday, professor
and speaker Steve Garren informed
the Faculty Senate that the primary
concern with the idea of a new faculty
lounge — overwhelmingly supported

by the members of the Faculty Senate
— was whether or not the club would
house alcohol. Garren was under the
impression the presence of alcohol
in the “Faculty Club” raises issues of
liability. While sitting at the meeting,
I was humored by the mental image
of faculty getting hammered between
classes. I honestly wonder if the admin-

Instead of continuing
to argue about the
problem, I call all parties
involved to action.
istration views the faculty in the same
light as the students: if they see alcohol, they will automatically abuse it. It
seems that students are not the only
group on this campus that might be

in conflict with the administration on
how best to address the issue of alcohol abuse.
I call President Rose to action. His
recent remarks to The Breeze Editorial Board imply some hope for those of
us who wish for change. “I’ve always
been fine with joining [the Amethyst
Initiative] to discuss things,” Dr. Rose
explained to The Breeze Editorial Board.
“Unfortunately… the general public’s
response is all those presidents [who
signed the Amethyst Initiative] are for
an age change.”
I concur with Rose on this issue.
As the president of one of the largest
universities in Virginia, he has to be
concerned with the image that individuals have based on his viewpoints.
However, I have full confidence that Dr.
Rose’s reputation will not be tarnished
if he signs the Amethyst Initiative and
releases a statement explicitly saying
he supports only the idea of discussing

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through letters and guest columns.
Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest Columns must be no more than 550 words.

the drinking problems associated with
college campuses.
I call the administration to action.
The administration should consider
housing the concerns of the students
and faculty in a professional and civilized manner. Let’s sit down and talk
about this issue that is on the verge of
permanently serving as the identifying marker of this great university. Let
this “Beer Summit” stand as a perfect
representation of our university’s mottos: “Knowledge is Liberty,” “Be the
Change” and “All Together One.”
The problems and realities of
drinking shall no longer stand as the
elephant in the room. In closing, it
is time for all of us to work toward a
solution together. Viva la Amethyst Initiative! Viva la Beer Summit!
John Scott is a senior writing,
rhetoric & technical communication
major.

The Breeze | MSC 6805 G1 | Anthony-Seeger Hall | Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com | 540-568-3846
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Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student (or year of graduation),
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The Breeze
is hiring!
We’re looking for
dedicated aspiring
journalists
to fill two editor
positions in
News and Sports.

Apply at
joblink.jmu.edu
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

Looking for Hospital Volunteer
Opportunities?
Volunteer Services

RMH Volunteer Services is now accepting
applications for the 2009-10 School
Year and Summer Session.
Email rmhvol@rhcc.com or call 540.433.4497
for an application packet.
Deadline: October 1, 2009
No late applications accepted.

Sports
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GAMES
This Week

»

MEN’S SOCCER

St. Joseph’s (Pa.) @ JMU
Friday, 7:00 p.m.

WOMEN’S TENNIS

»

JMU INVITATIONAL
@ JMU
Friday, TBA

CROSS COUNTRY

9

Dukes Hope to Crack Terps’ Shell
JMU Travels to College Park Trying to Become Third CAA Team to Beat ACC Opponent This Year
RECENT FBS LOSSES

JMU is 0-5 Against FBS Opponents Since 1999

vs

2008: Duke 31, JMU 7
2007: UNC 37, JMU 14
2004: West Virginia 45, JMU 10
2003: Virginia Tech 43, JMU 0
1999: Virginia Tech 47, JMU 0

»

JMU INVITATIONAL

@ New Market, Va.
Saturday, 11 a.m.

Meet the
Player

By DAN LOBDELL
The Breeze
JMU football coach Mickey Matthews has not hesitated to single out defensive end Arthur Moats as the Dukes’ best player.
The senior captain will lead the team’s most decorated unit —
the defensive line — in its season opener against Maryland on
Saturday.
Joining him is the only returning captain from  in defensive tackle Sam Daniels, who was named a preseason first team
All-America by The Sports Network. Daniels and Moats are quick
to point out the Terps player they each will have an eye on come
game time.
“Definitely their running back,” Daniels said. “No matter what
the score was, he just kept running hard, and he didn’t quit. He
broke a long run late in the fourth quarter. So it’d have to be
[Da’Rel] Scott. He just such a competitor. He doesn’t care what
the score is, he gonna play regardless.”
Moats backed Daniels up on that sentiment.
“I think their running back, that was a strength I saw,” Moats
said. “He’s a real complete back. I know he’s first team All-ACC
and everything like that so we gonna be scheming him up.”
Scott, a Maryland junior, carried the load offensively for the
Terps in their - loss at California. He rushed  times for 
yards, including a -yard touchdown scamper when the game
was well out of hand in the fourth quarter.
With another  yards on three catches, Scott accounted for nearly  percent of Maryland’s offensive output.
see FOOTBALL, page 10

DAN LOBDELL

|

it’s only a game

Cash Cows?
Paul Wyatt
Soccer
Freshman, Undeclared
Plymouth, England

What brought you to JMU?

Coach Martin is the main reason
I wanted to come here. He spoke
to me a lot on the phone about the
program and really worked to make
sure I would be on the team.

Plans after college?

I’m undecided about what to do
and whether to go back to England
or not. Hopefully I’ll play soccer
somewhere.

What did you do this summer?

My sister and I went island hopping
in Greece with a bunch of friends. It
was great; we sailed from island to
island for about three weeks.

Favorite animal?

My dog, Patty. She’s a Jack Russell.

Favorite movie?

JESSICA DODDS/The Breeze

JMU has been preparing for Maryland since Aug. 9. Madison is 0-1 all-time against the Terps,
losing the only meeting 23-15 in 1998, the year before Mickey Matthews became head coach.

MARYLAND SCOUTING REPORT
Maryland so far

The Terps are - after getting trounced at
California, -.

Front Four

Favorite thing about the States?

Maryland quarterback Chris Turner was
sacked six times and completed just over half
his passes. The Dukes’ front four matches up
well with Maryland’s offensive line.

Any hobbies besides soccer?

Defensive Backfield

“Cool Runnings”
Mountain Dew

Sailing, fitness; I was a personal
trainer back in England.

Maryland’s secondary is suspect. California’s quarterback Kevin Riley abused the

young defensive backs with  yards and four
scores through the air. JMU has taken note and
will open up the passing game.

Players-only

Defensive backs Nolan Carroll and Terrell
Skinner were so distraught with UMD’s performance defensively they called a players-only
meeting to smooth things out.

Familiar Foe

Former UMass coach Don Brown is Maryland’s defensive coordinator. JMU will be
familiar with his blitzing schemes, although
this time it will be with ACC athletes.

JMU football has been an anomaly in the Colonial Athletic
Association the last two seasons. For the past four years, a CAA
school has upset a higher Football Bowl Subdivision (formerly
-A) team.
But for two straight years now JMU, has suffered crushing
defeats in its season-opening games at North Carolina (-)
and Duke (-). The two embarrassing
losses deepened the school’s pockets by
a cool $,.
Receiving $, to get thrashed by
UNC and $, to get romped by Duke
does nothing but pay off a few of the athletics department’s bills.
This year, the Dukes are getting paid
$, to waltz into newly renovated
Byrd Stadium in College Park, roll over
and lose by a few touchdowns.
But don’t expect them to lay an egg against the Terps. Richmond and William & Mary have already proved that the CAA
South can not only hang with the Atlantic Coast Conference, but
beat its teams by double digits on the road.
Although Boston College dominated Northeastern -, the
CAA is still - against the older, more established BCS conference. This just makes the ACC look bad and defeats the original
purpose of scheduling the lower division teams.
For the BCS conference schools, it’s an opportunity to put
a blowout on their résumé, thus making itself more attractive
when the bowl bids are handed out.
Playing in a bowl game provides additional prestige and
money for a school, but essentially bribing a lower-division
school to schedule a game it knows it’s going to win does not.
Because there is always the prospect of losing to the FCS
school. Perhaps the most legendary example of this was Appalachian State’s - victory at Michigan in .
The Mountaineers upset the then fifth-ranked Wolverines in
front of , maize and blue faithful. Michigan essentially
paid a school half its size $, to ruin its season.

Adversity Equals Chemistry for Men’s Soccer
By COLLEEN HAYES
and MIKE DEMSKY

contributing writers

Following victories last weekend
over Richmond and Rider (N.J.), JMU
men’s soccer is preparing for a showdown against St. Joseph’s (Pa.) Friday
at home.
After posting a - record in the JMU/
Comfort Inn Harrisonburg Invitational, the team has switched its focus to
the scrappy St. Joseph’s team. Madison senior captain Bill Swetra remains
confident the Dukes can keep up their
winning ways at home.
“We’re ready for St. Joe’s and ready
for the year overall,” the midfielder said.
“We had a rough start against Duke but
we’ve turned around.”
Following the loss to Duke on Sept. ,
the team has outscored its opponents
by a - margin, and its confidence and
chemistry is beginning to show form.
“You really see where your chemistry
is coming in to play when you’re experiencing constant adversity,” JMU coach
Tom Martin said.
The team will have a new look as several key players will be missing from
action. Senior midfielder Joel Senior
received two yellow cards against
Richmond and will serve a one-game
suspension. Freshman Paul Wyatt and
Swetra are nursing head and ankle injuries respectively and are questionable.
The Philadelphia-based opponent will
pose a unique threat to the JMU squad
known for its speed and finesse.
“St. Joe’s is an A- team and they play
a particular style, pretty physical, pretty

chip-on-the-shoulder, and we traditionally, don’t play well against those types
of teams,” Martin said. “We’ll have to
toughen up a bit mentally and physically and I think that is what this game will
prepare us to do.”
The Hawks enter this game with a
-- record, having been outscored by
a dismal - margin. However, the Dukes
are not taking them for granted.
“It’s so early in the season that everybody has good games and bad games,
very few teams are very consistent at this
point,” Martin said.
Swetra agreed: “You don’t want to
drop the ball against a team like this.”
Madison’s key offensive weapon is
star junior striker CJ Sapong, the team’s
leading scorer (three goals) and budding
leader. After netting goals in both wins
this season, Sapong is adamant about
maintaining focus for Friday’s game.
Sapong praised the team for its play
over the weekend, particularly the
defense, which anchored two shutouts.
He spoke of the team’s cohesiveness
stemming from the players in his grade.
“The core of the team is my class,”
Sapong said. “We’re all really close-knit
together and the chemistry is real nice.”
Asked whether the fans had another
innovative goal celebration to look forward to after an impressive gymnastic
performance last Sunday, Sapong simply leaned back and smiled.
“I’m working on the front flip,” Sapong
said. “But maybe I’ll just stick to the back
flip.”
Judging by Sapong and his teammates’ performances in the past two
games, maybe fans will have the chance
to see both.

see CASH, page 10

JMU XC Opens
Season as Host
By GEORGINA BUCKLEY
contributing writer

TYLER BRADSHAW/contributing photographer

Junior forward CJ Sapong was JMU’s offensive MVP in 2008.
He was also second on the team in goals (5). Sapong had a
hand in both of JMU’s goals against Richmond last Sunday.

Madison women’s cross country’s strength will be
tested this Saturday at the JMU Invitational at New
Market Battlefield. Last year the team dominated,
placing  of the top  girls in the event.
This time around, the team will be facing stiff competition from Duke, Georgia State and Northeastern.
However, JMU coach Dave Rinker is confident that
although the team has a lot of new faces, it will be able
to step up to the challenge.
Rinker believes the team is a good blend of talent,
with a mix of returning runners in senior Alison Parris, sophomore Jessica Zozos and junior Kelly Jemison,
along with freshman runners Katie Gorman, Katie
Harman and Stacy Nobles. Zozos, Jemison and Parris are all returners on the team. Out of the freshman
runners, Rinker thinks that Nobles in particular has a
lot of talent and a bright future on the team.
Parris, who was NCAA all-region last year, is the No.
 runner on the team. She ran her personal best time
(::) at last year’s invitational and crossed the finish line first.
“We need someone that can go up and run with
some of the better runners in the conference and the
region,” Rinker said.
This is especially true because the team’s No. 
runner, senior Jessica Propst, has been redshirted this
year. Propst changed her major, providing the need for
a fifth academic year.
Jemison said Propst is a big talent on the team. “It’s
going to be weird racing without her, but we’ve got a
lot of new talent,” Jemison said.
Coach Rinker echoes Jemison’s confidence in both
the new and veteran runners on the team.
“They have all stepped up and they realize that this
is their time,” Rinker said.

see XC, page 10
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XC | Duke is ‘a Little Out of Our League’
from page 9

The nine cross country programs competing have gotten
stronger, so the meet is expected to be tougher than last year.
George Mason has brought in
new runners from New Zealand.
And according to Rinker, Delaware is getting better every year
due to stronger and more experienced runners.
However, Jemison thinks that
Duke is the team to beat. “I won’t
lie,” she said, “they’re a little out
of our league.”
Duke placed fourth out of 
in the NCAA southeast regional
championships, in which JMU

placed th. Georgia State is also
touted as one of JMU’s top competitors as their team only lost
two senior runners. The Panthers
also came in just behind JMU in
the CAA championships. Additionally, they already have a race
under their belt as they came
second out of  in the Sewanee
Invitational.
The Duke’ familiarity with
the course is an advantage. The
course is . K and has plenty of
hills, which adds to its difficulty.
“The temptation is to go out
fast,” Jemison said. “There’s a big
hill right at the end…our team
knows that spot so well that hopefully we’ll be able to make it.”

XC

Invitational Teams
JMU
Georgia State
Delaware
Northeastern
Duke
George Mason
Longwood
Howard
Eastern Mennonite

JMU Key Returners:

Alison Parris, Sr.
Kelly Jemison, Jr.
Jessica Zozos, So.

FOOTBALL | Speed Kills Versus Turtles

from page 9

Madison’s run defense ranked
No.  in the Colonial Athletic
Association last season, giving
up . yards-per-game. Cal
held the Terps to  yards on
the ground.
Still, neither Moats nor Daniels would go as far as to say that
JMU’s defense was on a level
with the Pac- school.
But it might have to be if the
Dukes expect to compete with
a school from the Atlantic Coast
Conference. If it does win, JMU
will join Richmond and William
& Mary as teams from the CAA’s
South Division to upset ACC
squads this season. The Spiders
upset Duke - and the Tribe

beat Virginia -.
One thing all three of the CAA
teams have in common is team
speed. Moats believes this will
be Madison’s greatest asset on
Saturday.
“I don’t feel like no team can
match our speed that we have
defensively,” Moats said. “A
weakness could be that we got
a lot of young guys. It’s gonna be
there first time playing.
“But I feel like our experience
that we have with the seniors up
front will take care of that.”
Daniels agrees that the seniors
will have to play a crucial role if
Madison is to win its first game
against a Football Bowl Subdivision (formerly -A) opponent
since Matthews took over in
. JMU’s all-time winningest
coach is currently - against
FBS schools.
Senior right guard Dorian
Brooks has started for the last
two of those losses against Duke
last year and North Carolina in
. The Richmond native, who
is also a preseason first team
All-American, will lead an inexperienced line that needs to
give quarterbacks Drew Dudzik
and Justin Thorpe ample time to
throw for the Dukes to win.
Matthews has stated on several occasions that it doesn’t
matter who starts because both
will rotate throughout the game.
Both will also have an experienced receiving corps at their
disposal.

Tight end Mike Caussin has
the most career touchdowns ()
of any Duke entering the game.
The senior captain provides a big
(-foot--inch) target in the red
zone, where all his touchdowns
have come.
Senior wide receiver Rockeed McCarter will provide the
big-play threat for JMU’s quarterbacks. The Philadelphia native
has had a touchdown of at least
 yards in each of his three seasons at Madison.
Matthews has said that this
offense is more explosive at
every position than it was last
year. That explosiveness is not
lost on Thorpe on the eve of his
first college game.
“We have so many guys who
are so fast at many positions,”
Thorpe said. “We can hit you
from anywhere on the field.
“They gonna see a team that
can compete with anybody in
the ACC.”
The redshirt freshman believes
that with the caliber of defense
JMU has, it will take  points to
knock off Maryland. Sophomore
cornerback Taveion Cuffee says
there is no magic number, but
Madison’s offense will do what
it has to do to win.
“We going in here with a mindset, we gonna win this game,”
Cuffee said. “The only difference
is they got more scholarships.
I got confidence in our offense
that they gonna score every time
that they get the ball.”

CASH | Flow: Paid to Lose?
from page 9

That game is just one of many
wins FCS schools have had
against FBS opponents.
The CAA alone has  wins alltime against FBS competition.
I always thought it hurt college football for FBS teams to
schedule lower division teams
because of the obvious gap in
skill.
But now that the FCS is catching up with the mid-level FBS
teams? It’s time to reconsider.
Teams should not be allowed
to schedule teams outside of its
division. Plain and simple.
If am FCS team wants to
take out its frustration on Division II West Chester St. — as
Delaware did last Friday — or
a BCS school wishes to pound
FCS Chattanooga — as national runner-up Oklahoma did in

its season opener a year ago
— fine.
But don’t be surprised when a
team you’re paying to lose ends
up beating you because you’ve
slighted them.
What it comes down to is
money. Easy money for the FCS
schools that get paid to “lose” and
an easy way for the FBS school to
potentially pad its record with an
easy win. This makes getting the
minimum six wins to get a bowl
bid much easier.
These schools have lost sight of
integrity and providing a quality
product on the field. No matter
who wins on Saturday, it is clear
that the green of the field does
not matter as much as the green
in the school’s coffers.
Dan Lobdell is a sophomore

media arts & design major and
sports editor at The Breeze
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Broken glass, stolen kisses and daggers
of exposed secrets fly across the living
room of a seemingly simple ’60s home. The
audience shifts and laughs uncomfortably,
unsure of whether to be startled or amused.

By Ariel Bojeun
contributing writer
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” is certainly not for the
faint of heart, but for those who crave drama and a night of
sincere emotion then it should not be missed.
The drama follows two deranged couples and their socalled “games” they play in the hopes of ultimately breaking
down their partners and colleagues. Characters George
(senior Jonathan Hudson) and Martha (senior Sarah
Heisler) are stuck in an unsuccessful marriage. After a late
night at Martha’s father’s, the president of the university
where George teaches, the couple hardly welcomes in the
new addition to the biology department, Nick (junior Glen
North) and his wife Honey (senior Julie Jones). The characters scrape at the last shreds of dignity left in the room
they scream and cry, kiss and dance as they participate in
such acts as “hump the hostess.” Their relationships may
seem extreme but they illustrate the underlying issues of
the apparently seamless marriages in the 1960s.
Theater II, a small black box theater, provided an intimate and realistic setting for the connection the audience
needed to truly enjoy such a show. A simple set of an ordinary living room allowed the observer to focus solely on

Joey Klimchuk/contributing photographer

Although this scene of George, Honey, Nick and Martha seems relatively calm, “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf” was a play of
disturbing relationships. (From left) Seniors Jonathan Hudson, Julie Jones, junior Glen North, and senior Sarah Heisler.
the acting and intensity of the story line rather than intricate scenery.
The sense of actually sitting within the confines of the
couple’s home was created by two doorways, each with
its own lighting and effect, leading to other rooms of the
house. Although lighting could have been provided by the
present scaffolding, chandeliers and dim lamps were used

to create a more enclosed feeling. Senior and student director, Meredith Young, explained, “there was such a sense of
voyeurism in the play already that I wanted to bring the
audience as close in as possible.”
A sign above the entrance to the theater warns that the
see Woolf, page 12

A ‘Low Key’ to A Cappella Auditions

By RACHEL RAMSEY
contributing writer

The hallways of the Music Building Tuesday night were full of snacks,
iPods, Sudoku, chemistry note cards
and singing. At first glance one would
never have thought it was the night of
JMU’s a cappella auditions.
Students filled the hallways, from
those auditioning, to group members
to friends there for moral support.
JMU has seven a cappella groups—
Into Hymn, Madison Project, Low Key,
Exit 245, The Bluestones, Overtones
and Note-Oriety.
One such group, Low Key, a co-ed
group, had a hallway packed with students waiting to audition.
Lauren Bunch, a sophomore and
IDLS major says about the group, “They
definitely do not lack energy.”
Member Kevin Collins, a junior theatre major, said, “I mean, we’re just a
fun loving bunch of kids.”
Students also found Low Key to be
approachable.
Cali Lull, a freshman nursing major,
said, “I met a few of the members on
campus and they were really encouraging about auditioning. I want to join
them because of how fun they make

it look, and also the variety of having
a co-ed group with personalities and
voice ranges.”
One reason Low Key is so attractive to auditioning students is that they
don’t require sight-reading.
“It would add so much to my nerves,
not knowing what I would have to
sing until the moment I had to do it,”
Bunch said “That would be so nervewracking.”
Bunch wasn’t the only one who came
out of the audition anxious.
Durrell Lewis, a senior mathematics
major, came out of his audition for Low
Key and said, “Man, I still have the butterflies. That song is like mush to me.
But I sang from my heart and forgot
about the nervousness, which is fine, it
does my voice justice.”
Members Collins and Amy Pasquarello hung out in the hallway, met new
people and even taught beat boxing to
those who were interested.
Always wanted to learn? Try it
sometime; boots-and-skirts, and don’t
pronounce the vowels.
The auditions began on Tuesday
night, with groups like Low Key having an estimated 150 people signed
up. Students could audition for as
many groups as they wanted to, with

Dan Gorin/ The Breeze

A capella hopefuls auditioned from
Sunday to Tuesday, performing and
practicing well into the night.

K e i t h W . Z i rkle

The Breeze-O-Meter
In our constant quest to keep students informed, the Life section of
The Breeze has created a “Breeze-O-Meter” to measure the latest
trends. Here’s what’s “hot” and “not” this week:

what’s hot
First football game of the season
The new reusable
dining hall mugs

Keg stand germs
H’Burg radio

what’s not
Swine flu

|

no experience necessary.
Member Mike Smith, on the executive board, did not hesitate when asked
about the auditions. “We’re looking for
their ability, their voice, personality,
and willingness to learn.”
Groups were not looking purely for
talent. Once a student becomes a member of a group, they essentially become
family. Collins, who joined Low Key
his freshman year, said, “I’m having
the time of my life. It’s not all just about
singing, it’s about bonding and having
your best friends around.”
Practices for Low Key run about three
times a week, for two hours each time.
The group performs about 100 times
a semester, ranging from small events
for campus organizations to big events
involving all a cappella groups at JMU.
Member Erin Kwiatkoski, a junior
psychology and Spanish major, said
she was drawn to Low Key for several
reasons.
“The people are definitely the first
reason,” she said, “Our song selections,
the flexibility of going either alto or
soprano and the leadership opportunities are also really great.”
Leadership positions in a cappella groups are president, music
director, assistant music director,

business manager and treasurer.
Auditions drew students from all walks
of life. Cali Lull sang in her high school’s
advanced show choir and had different
expectations about the auditions.
“I thought it wouldn’t be that bad
because of my experience,” Lull said.
“But my knees started shaking and my
nerves just got to me. I messed up, but
I still have confidence.”
Jordan Tignor is a sophomore history
major and auditioned for the groups last
year. Her secret for getting rid of nerves?
“Just stare at the wall right above their
heads,” Tignor said. “It looks like you’re
looking at them but can still keep your
focus on your performance. If I don’t
make it it’s not the end of the world.
There’s always next semester.”
A cappella groups at JMU hold
auditions in both the fall and spring
semesters. You can find them basically
anywhere; TDU, the Commons, and at
most events that organizations host.
Low Key will continue to expand,
while staying true to their fun, outgoing personality. Callbacks will be
announced today.
To all of the a cappella groups and
students that auditioned this week,
hopefully that the experience ended
on a good note.

contributing writer

Freshman’s Sleepless Ambition

In college there are two types of students: Burnouts, still sleep-deprived
from last spring, and Go-Getters, raring
to join every club they see.
I fall in the middle of the pack. Upon
graduating high school this year, I promised myself to never wake up before 6
a.m. again — then I got a summer job
with shifts that started at 7 a.m.
Since July, I have not slept for eight
hours straight. Partial blame falls on precollege anxiety, but the rest is my doing.
I opt for late night activities which shove
sleep to the back burner, for movies at
friends’ houses and iChats. I dismiss
how catatonic I’ll feel in the morning.
And even after I painfully wake up and
tell myself, “Tonight, I’ll be in bed by
eight,” I’m lucky if I’m under the covers
by 11 p.m.
And depending on weekends for a
sleep catch-up, as I used to, is futile. I’m
never in bed before 2 a.m., too busy pillaging neighbors’ trail mix, watching
skateboarders in the hall and sampling
the cookies baked by girls in the kitchen.
Could you go to bed?
Needless to say, my sleep regulation
has become unhealthily fond of Diet
Coke and melatonin.
And James Madison University hasn’t
made sleep any more accessible. I enjoy
being involved, and there are so many

clubs to consider. At a school as huge as
JMU (Longwood University times four),
you need to jump in so you aren’t lost in
the crowds.
No one should shy away from
becoming active at JMU. Joining an
organization is as much about you as it
is about the community. It’s about meeting people, having fun, and discovering
new interests.
My plan is to mimic my high school
extracurricular calendar in my freshman year.
So far, things have been great. Obviously, I have this gig at The Breeze. In
pursuing my ambition to become the
SGA kid that I never was in high school,
I am now my hall’s secretary/treasurer.
And then, at Student Org Night, I was
courted by practically every other table.
About 284,568,347 organizations now
have my e-mail address. I didn’t know
how to say no, especially to the lonely
tables.
“Are you interested in…?”
“Just give us your e-mail, no commitment necessary.”
Just a commitment to religiously
delete spam.
The day after Student Org. Night, I had
five new e-mails from different organizations — when I was accustomed to only
the occasional mass e-mail from my

adviser. One e-mail simply said, “Thursday meeting at UREC at 5:30,” with no
signature. Hello, which club is this for?
Of the pursuers, I’m interested in
maybe four. I believe in the adage, “Don’t
spread yourself too thin.” It’s better to get
involved with three good clubs than only
attend the meetings for 10 clubs.
Two of my prospects require essays
and interviews. It’s like I’m applying for
college all over again. For a personal
statement, I wrote an acrostic poem; I
hope I don’t come off too shallow.
But it’s not all about work. Plenty of
organizations don’t require lengthy
paperwork or prerequisites. And even
if a group does have some expectations
(most a cappella groups prefer some
singing talent), it can’t be all toil, or else
there would be no members.
You’re in college for only four years.
You might as well make something of it.
Who knows, you might find some hidden talent that leads down a career path
you never considered before. Brad Pitt
originally went to college for journalism,
and Julia Stiles was an English major.
Or maybe you’ll uncover a desire to
lead the country one day.

Keith W. Zirkle is an undeclared freshman and a contributing columnist.
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Remaining Fumes

Eight Years After the 9/11 Attack, Surviving Firefighters
Suffer Medical Conditions as a Direct Result of Clean-up

By Alyse DiNapoli
contributing writer

In honor of the eight-year
anniversary of 9/11, it is customary to have a moment of
silence for those who lost their
lives during the tragedies that
deeply penetrated America’s
relatively stable sense of security and invincibility.
Although we have our surroundings of that day forever
etched in our minds, it often
acts as a trigger of thoughts
of the war in Iraq, this idea of
‘Islamic terrorism’ or other
subsequent events occurring
today.
However, for rescue men
and women who worked in
and around the World Trade
Center, the anniversary of the
attacks is more than a somber
reminiscent image or a reflection of political controversy. To
remember Sept. 11, many survivors need to look no further
than their daily medical agendas and frequent doctor visits.
Robert Riccardi and Danny
Newman are retired firefighters who worked at the WTC site
on Sept. 11 and participated in
clean up and rescue searches in
the months afterwards.
Their high level of exposure
to toxic chemicals, dust and
debris leaves them in the same
position as a large percentage of
FDNY firefighters who now suffer from multiple respiratory
illnesses, acid reflux, shortness
of breath and sinus problems.

“Without my medication and
inhaler, I can’t walk one block
without feeling out of breath,”
said Newman over the phone.
He worked 25 years as a firefighter and retired in 2007. He
is not using the word ‘medication’ lightly either. Every
morning, he takes a pill for
acid reflux disease, a condition
causing heartburn and irritability. He takes steroids in order
to open up his lungs for easier
breathing.
He also has a lung disorder
similar to asthma, so he must use
an inhaler frequently. In addition, he has a sleep machine in
order to help regulate an otherwise fragmented sleep pattern.
Riccardi has a high susceptibility to bronchitis, developing
the respiratory disease about
twice a year. Every day, both
men experience shortness of
breath and heavy breathing
when going about simple tasks
that require a minimal amount
of physical exertion.
Respiratory illnesses are the
most common health condition
that have developed among
those that were in the area after
Sept. 11 according to the WTC
Health Registry, a health monitoring organization composed
of about 71,000 victims. Of these,
67 percent have a worsening or
newly developed respiratory
condition since 9/11.
With all of these conditions directly caused by the
after-effects of 9/11, Riccardi
and Newman can still speak of

other men who have struggled
with recurring and persistent
cancers and, on an even graver note, others who are battling
severe psychological disorders
including post traumatic stress
disorder (according to the WTC
Health Registry, 16 percent
screened positive for PTSD,
and the number continues to
increase).
The heroes of 9/11 have not
had their plights ignored, however. “Centers of Excellence”
are health programs in several
locations around New York City
that examine and treat individuals with medical conditions;
especially those pertaining
to exposure and inhalation of
toxic fumes that have led to
conditions similar to those of
Newman’s and Riccardi’s. Both
men believe the doctors and
workers are genuinely trying
to treat, rehabilitate and assist
those in need.
One of the most moving parts
in speaking with both of these
brave men was the sense of raw
honesty and humbleness in
their tone.
After covering the whole
spectrum of medical ailments
that are common among many
firefighters, not once was there
a sense of entitlement or complaint in their ordeals.
The best gesture one could
make, Newman said, is to
“Never forget. Those who lost
their lives are the real heroes.
They’re the ones who need to be
remembered. Never forget.”

Woolf | Looks Into the Strained

Relationships of 1960s Couples
from page 11

show is for only mature audiences, a warning, that was
obvious as the plot thickened
and the tempers rose. The control and skill as a whole from a
small cast of only four performers was invaluable.
“In this kind of show we need
a really tight cast,” explained
senior Glen North, who played
Nick.
Their dialogue bounced back
and fourth, illustrating a time of

secret scandals and superficial
perfection. The conversation
flowed freely with the use of
archaic language as the script
incorporated unfamiliar names
and phrases.
But it was the individual
characters and their relationships that sparked the show.
George is a 46-year-old slave
to a broken marriage, controlled by his father-in-law.
Above all else, the emotional
dedication and intensity that
radiated from Hudson’s acting

Joey Klimchuk/contributing photographer

Senior Sarah Heisler plays Martha in “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?” Playing Thursday through Friday at 8 p.m. and Saturday at
2 p.m. in the Theatre II building.

sent chills through the audience. He drew spectators in
and made them angry with him,
drunken with frustration as he
begged with and screamed at
his wife and guests. Physically, Hudson portrayed George’s
age and mood perfectly, taking
in his character entirely.
Martha was surely the most
frantic and extreme character
in the show. Sarah Heisler portrayed Martha’s deteriorating
emotional state clearly, though
she did lack the complete
commitment that George’s
character took on. Her physical
movement demonstrated the
strangeness and desperation
the character required, but it
was slightly awkward to watch
as there was much searching
and constant movement. Surely her shining moment was in
the closing scene as her character was presented in an entirely
new light.
The visiting couple, Nick and
Honey, also had a great deal of
individual personality. Nick,
slowly broken down by the
constant nagging of George,
transformed dramatically
throughout the plot. Julie Jones’
total commitment to Honey’s
flaky and nearly airy character
was extremely well done, particularly in the progression of
her drunken stupor.
The humor portrayed
throughout the performance
is slightly uncomfortable, as if
the audience was innocently
observing a stranger’s fight with
their partner. But the interactions of the characters provide
for an exciting and emotional
rollercoaster.

The Breeze is Hiring!
Apply at joblink.jmu.edu

Classifieds

How to Place an Ad

Visit: www.thebreeze.org/classifieds
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Payment Options:

Major Credit Cards: MasterCard,
Visa, Discover, American Express
Cash
Check

5 Easy Steps!

Step 1: Select Log In from the menu.
Step 2: Register as a new user.
Step 3: Once Logged in, select
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Step 4: Fill in the online form.
Step 5: Select “Click Here to Submit
Your Ad” for payment and review

Deadlines:
Monday Issue: Friday 12PM
Thursday Issue: Tuesday 5PM

“Place New Ad” from menu.

Online: All classified ads are also placed on The Breeze website at no additional cost.

Questions? Call 568-6127

30 DAYS RENT FREE Sublease a
great apartment at North 38 and get
JIU-JITSU AS SELF DEFENSE! the ﬁrst 30 days rent free! Available ADOPTION: Christian couple
immediately. 703-389-3681 or 703- wishes to adopt infant. (877) 881Class $25
273-7966 or bushd@arentfox.com. 9436
1pm-2:30pm Sept. 26.
Bring ad get $10 OFF! More
info
www.harrisonburgdojo.com
(540) 433-7300
SCUBA
DIVING
CERTIFICATION $350 Total.
JMU
Students/Faculty/Staff.
Classroom & Pool Training $200.
Local Open Water Certiﬁcation
Dives $150. Two weekend
format. (540) 433-3337

AFFORDABLE
HEALTH
INSURANCE Need affordable
OFF-STREET PARKING 2 blocks health insurance for a semester
from JMU $300 per semester (540) or longer? Go online at
578-3374
insurancequotenow.net to get a free
quote or to apply. Its fast & easy!
TASER STUNGUN PEPPER (540) 438-0288
SPRAY Protect yourself!
www.harrisonburgdojo.com (540) FRESHMAN PARKING Parking
433-7300
spaces within walking distance of
JMU. $300 yearly. (540) 478-5980

ROOMMATE WANTED Room
for rent in 5 bed room large
house; 4 other girls. Has own
washer and dryer, kitchen and
2.5 bathroom. Great location for
$300/
JMU. Rent-$350. (540) 830-8325 BARTENDING
POTENTIAL NO EXPERIENCE
(540) 830-8325
NECESSARY.
TRAINING
1-800-965-6520
CHARMING 4 BEDROOM, 3 AVAILABLE
bath farmhouse 15 minutes north EXT212
of Harrisonburg with easy access
to Rt. 11 and 81. Large living MODELS $12/hour: Nude models
room, dining room, kitchen, 1st needed for art classes. Part-time
ﬂoor master bedroom, solarium, work. No experience necessary.
deck and organic garden. Two car Classes meet at the Studio Center
detached garage. $1100/month. Mon/Wed 10:45am-2:15pm and
Tu/Th 6:00-9:30pm and other
(540) 896-5193
times. Contact Dymph DeWild at
LARGE ONE BEDROOM dewilddg@jmu.edu.
APARTMENT 1341 Walker
Street, rent $450, available now, SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make
$5-$25
per
survey.
call(540) 433-1879
GetPaidToThink.com.
LARGE ONE BEDROOM
CLASSES
APARTMENT Great location BARTENDING
with W/D, AC, no pets. www. jiggersbartendingschool.com, start
dogwoodcommons.com $525, Monday night 9/14 (540) 5607971
(540) 433-1569

SAVE
10%
AT
TEXAS
STEAKHOUSE when you show
your JMU Faculty, Staff or Student
ID. Does not include Alcohol or
Gratuity. Have a party of 6 or
more?? One member of the party
eats FREE (up to a $9.99 value).
Every Sunday enjoy our All You
Can Eat Chicken Tenders for only
$7.99. 1688 E. Market Street. (540)
433-3650
HORSEBACK RIDING Horses
for leasing, lessons. Boarding
available. Show riders especially
sought. (540) 833 2311
NURSES AVAILABLE Do you
have State of Virginia Anthem
Insurance? Do you have a Home
Nursing need? We provide LPN’s
and RN’s for children and adults.
Ventilator,
Trachostomy
and
Feeding Tube Care. Call CareFree
Home Health 434-9898 or visit us
on line carefreehomehealth.com
(540) 434-9898

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

WHAT ARE
WE MISSING?

Tell us your interesting article or video ideas or
become a contributing writer or videographer.
E-mail breezeeditor@gmail.com
or comment on breezejmu.org.

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

LOOK FOR
BREAKING NEWS,
DEVELOPING
STORIES, WEB
EXCLUSIVES,
SLIDESHOWS,
VIDEOS AND MORE
AT

breezejmu.org

WEEKLY FEATURES

SUNDAYS: FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL, FOOTBALL!!!


%PPSTPQFOBU
NFL Sunday Ticket:&WFSZ(BNF &WFSZ4VOEBZ
150 Inch TV, 6 flat screens
Food Specials: 40% OFF8JOHT.JEEMF&BTUFSO&OUSFFT

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS: DJ



$PNF1"35:XJUIVTFWFSZ5VFTEBZ5IVSTEBZ
%PPSTPQFO! %+TQJOTGSPNQNVOUJMBN

FRIDAYS: BELLY DACERS


0VSBEAUTIFULEBODFSTQFSGPSNFWFSZ'SJEBZ 
DONT MISS OUT!

DAILY FEATURES
t)00,")4BWBJMBCMFJOPWFSnBWPST
t5SBEJUJPOBM.JEEMF&BTUFSOEJTIFT
t#VSHFST 8SBQT 1BTUB
t1MVTIMFBUIFSDPVDIFT
t8F4FMM
)PPLBIT 4IJTIBDPBMT
t'VMM#BS

HOURS:
Monday thru Saturday: 5 pm — 1:30 am
Sunday: 12:30 pm — 1:30 am
NO COVER CHARGE!!

1971 Evelyn Byrd Ave, just behind Valley Mall.
TO RESERVE A LOUNGE: Call (540) 801-8884
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